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HAPPY BIRTHDAY,
Bowburn
Interchange!
25 years old today!

M

ANY thanks to Betty Dodd and Dorothy
Stead, representatives of SLS Community
News (Shadforth, Ludworth and Sherburn Hill).

25 years ago, they came
along to Bowburn to discuss the possibility of producing a similar newspaper in our area.
They offered advice and
guidance on articles which
produced the Interchange
newspaper.
After all those years it is
still going strong.

What’s on

Play
Interchange
Countdown!

CAN you guess what
was Bowburn’s biggest
news story?
See pages 8-9 for a
chance to win £50!

Christ the King Church
Sun. 19th Dec. 3pm – Nativity Play & Christingle Service
for all the family.
Fri. 24th Dec. Christmas Eve 11.30pm –
Midnight Mass of the Nativity.
Sat. 25th Dec. Christmas Day 11am –
Festival Mass, children invited to bring
one of their presents to open.
Parish Priest: Fr John Livesley, 01388
814817.
See service & event details on Facebook
and Twitter.
Methodist Church
Thur. 16th Dec. 9am to 11 am – Drop-In
Xmas Party for pre-school children.
Refreshments will be served.
Thur. 23rd Dec. 10.30am Carol Service.
Thursdays: 10.30am weekly church services
until further notice.
Crowtrees WM Club Community Centre
See ad on page 14.
Sun. 12th Dec. Militaria
Fair
What do you think
Sun. 19th Dec. Toy Fair
of this smaller page
Sun. 23rd Jan. Militaria
size?
Fair
Please let us know!
Sun. 27th Feb. Toy Fair

December 2021

Primary education turns
full circle

B

ETWEEN 1909 and 1958, nearly all local children went to Bowburn County School, in Wylam Street, till they left at 14 (before 1944) or 15
(after the school leaving age was raised).
When it opened, it
could accommodate 450
infants, juniors and seniors, with classrooms
designed to hold 50 each.
It expanded, as Bowburn
grew, with demountable
classrooms added to the
original buildings.
Then Bowburn Modern
School opened in Surtees
Avenue, on what is now
the site of Monteigne
Drive and the streets
behind it, with Mr Roxby
as headteacher. (This
later became the lower
school of Landsdowne
Comprehensive, which
closed in 1985.) The
school in Wylam Street
became Bowburn Primary
School, for all children
under 11, with Mr Evans

as headteacher.
In 1975 the old school
became the Infant &
Nursery School, with Mrs
Grierson as headteacher.
Years 3 to 6 went to the
new Bowburn County
Junior Mixed School
premises, also in Surtees
Avenue, with Mr Gill as
headteacher.
Now, sixty-three years
after they were last under
one roof, all children
under 12 years of age are
together again. The circle
is complete. Rising from
the dust of the Junior
School, Bowburn has
reclaimed its Primary
School. The new school,
with 540 places, opened
last term, with Mrs Glass
as headteacher.

Merry Christmas!

to everyone
in Bowburn
and the
surrounding
area

(from Bowburn Interchange Issue 1)
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Bowburn remembers

L

OCAL residents gathered again on Sunday, 14th
November, to honour and remember those who gave
their lives in war to give us peace.

Last year, for the first time in the
26 years since the Bowburn War
Memorial was installed, there was
no Remembrance Sunday service or
formal laying of wreaths.
One had been planned. Cassopcum-Quarrington Parish Council
had agreed to take formal responsibility for it, during the Covid-19 pandemic. However legal restrictions on
public gatherings then caused it to be
cancelled.
Since then, the Parish Council
has agreed to co-ordinate arrangements for the foreseeable future. It
did that this year, with Father John
Livesley and members of Christ the
King Church organising the religious
service.

The Last Post and hymn music were
played on a sound system lent by
Bowburn Community Centre.
The Parish Council first organised
things in 2018, when the centenary
of the World War I Armistice was
marked by a special ceremony. Other
than that year, it has previously been
co-ordinated by Bowburn Village
Celebration (BVC).
It was BVC that commissioned the
war memorial in 1995, to mark the
50th anniversary of the end of World
War II. At that time, and especially in
that year, BVC organised a number of
community events and celebrations in
the village. Today its only venture is
producing this newsletter, Bowburn
Interchange.

Area Action Partnership News
A

T the East Durham Rural
Corridor AAP Board meeting on 28th September, via Microsoft Teams, Allan Blakemore,
Chair, welcomed Julie Anson,
Economic Development Manager; Emma McLoughlin, Community Development Project Officer (Towns and Villages Team)
and David Tinmouth, Principal
Economic Development Officer, and new public reps Stuart Dunn (Coxhoe) and George
Storey (Cassop), who were in
attendance, and Kester Noble
(Fishburn), who submitted his
apologies.

Julie Anson delivered a presentation on the Towns and Villages
Programme; saying that various
consultation stages on the Vision,
Housing Strategy and County
Durham Plan had raised concerns
from communities.
The Programme will support
acceleration of these concerns
together with the alignment of other
current council and partner activity.
Emma McLoughlin explained the
AAP and Cllr Funding element of
the Towns & Villages Programme.
David Tinmouth delivered a pres-

entation on the Financial Ability
Programme.
These Area Budget projects were
approved: Fishburn Youth and
Community Centre – Staff salaries; Cassop Community Centre
– Toilet Refurb and Update; Deaf
Hill Partnership – Community
Support; The Task Group projects for six Holiday Activities with
Healthy Food for October Half
Term.
The Board met on 21st October
with Allan Blakemore Chair
of the meeting. The Libraries
Consultation had been delayed; the
presentation may take place on 25th
November. The second round of
the Area Budget project callout was
launched in November.
E. Maddison from The Cornforth
Partnership gave a verbal update
on the Helping Hands project. S.
Dunn updated on the AAP funding for Replacement Windows,
Coxhoe Community Pantry, and
the upgrade of the ladies and gents
toilets in Coxhoe Village Hall.
A
video
was
played
of
the Summer Fun and Food
Project. Neighbourhood Insp.
S.
Honeyman
provided
an
update on local policing issues.

AAP Board members needed

The East Durham Rural Corridor
AAP is seeking members of the
public to apply to become a public
representative on the Board to
determine how its annual budget is
used for the benefit of the communities of Bowburn, Coxhoe, Kelloe,
Cassop, Quarrington Hill, the
Trimdons, Fishburn, Sedgefield,
Bradbury and Morden.
This is an opportunity to make a
difference to grass roots organisations in your area. Board members
receive regular presentations from
local organisations and groups and
are often asked to participate in
public consultations.
Anyone aged 16 or over who
lives, works or volunteers in the
above area can apply to become a
public representative. Everyone
who applies will have to complete a short application form and
those shortlisted will be invited
to an informal online interview.
Representatives can serve for a
maximum of four years. There are
usually ten meetings per year.
For an application pack or for
more information, please contact
the AAP team via email eastdurhamruralaap@durham.gov.uk or
call 03000 261128. There is no
deadline.
Future AAP meeting
dates:
Tuesday 1st February;
Wednesday 30th March
2022

Coffee morning
raised £708.92

C

OCHRANE’S Funeral Directors of Hillrise House in
Bowburn would like to say thank
you to everyone who donated,
helped, and attended our Coffee
Morning/Open Day in September.
We were truly overwhelmed by
the kindness and generosity of
everyone.
Also, a thank you to the staff from
Bowburn Care Home who kindly
joined us with a few of the ladies
from the home; they enjoyed the
morning having tea and cakes and
listening to Vera Lynn.
Ivan Cochrane presented Brigid
Hughes with a beautiful bouquet
of flowers to celebrate her 99th
birthday.
It was a fantastic day raising an
amazing £708.92 for Macmillan.

Thank you
Current opening hours:
Monday to Friday 7am–2pm
Temporarily closed on Saturdays
until further notice
Follow us on Facebook for
latest updates and Christmas
opening hours

We are grateful to all the local advertisers who have made
regular publication of our
newspaper possible since we
began.
And a big thank you to the
voluntary deliverers of the
Interchange without whom
you would not receive a copy
through your door.

Winter in Old Quarrington
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There is a Fun Day –
next year
O
N the 50th Anniversary of VE Day
– Monday 8th May 1995
– a Carnival Parade &
Family Fun Day was
organised by the group
that was subsequently
constituted as Bowburn Village Celebration (BVC), the producers of
Bowburn Interchange.

It was agreed afterwards to make
the Fun Day an annual event.
These were all held on the Junior
School field (which then included
the Daisy Field). It was moved to
the first Saturday in June in 1999,
and then from the school field to
the Community Centre in 2001
– both moves being because of
bad weather. For the same reason
(weather), it was also then agreed
to move the event to the first
Saturday in July. A Fun Day was

held at the Community Centre
that year and again in July 2002.
That was the last one run by BVC.
The current series of Fun Days,
at the Community Centre &
Youth Club, began on the first
Saturday in September 2012. That
switched to the last Saturday in
September in 2013 and was held
then till 2019.
The Fun Days were cancelled
in 2020 and 2021, due to the pandemic. Now, 27 years after the
first annual Fun Day, it will return
to May: Monday, 2nd May 2022!

Friday night isn’t a quiz night…
HERE has been a series of
Friday Night quizzes arT
ranged by Janet Blackburn to
raise funds for the Interchange.

These have been hugely successful but have now come to a natural
conclusion. Janet set some truly
enjoyable events and I am sure
that you will join me in thanking

A PROFESSIONAL FRIENDLY SERVICE

DOG WALKING
HOME VISITS
PET TAXI PUPPY VISITS
07858720396
durhampetcare@sky.com
www.durhampetcare.com
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by Richard Cowen
her for her efforts with the
quizzes.
…but the Cryptic Quiz is!
The Partnership’s cryptic quiz
is going strong.
The next quiz sheet ‘It makes
Sense’, entry £1, is out now to return
by 12th February 2022. Contact
Janet Blackburn on 0191 377 0653.

Assist Accounts
& Payroll
Payroll Services
Book-keeping, VAT
Telephone:
07751 948505
E-mail:
info@assistaccounts.
co.uk
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Art Group has new exhibition

by Janice Young
E are pleased to say that Bowburn Art Group
has survived the lockdowns of the last two
years and has now been open for several months in
Bowburn Community Centre.

W

We continue to thrive
as we have welcomed back
many of our previous
members and have been
joined by several new artists. With help from the
group's committee and
staff of the Community
Centre, we have been successful in setting up our
Covid-safe workspace.
We have completed
the setting up of the Blue

Crafting with Nadia
Sewing group

by Nadia Johnson

T

HE Bitchin’ Stitchin’ Group (no actual Bitching occurs) is a not-forprofit social group held at Bowburn Community Centre on Tuesday evenings from 6.30 till 8.30. It is for anyone who is interested in anything sewing
related. The weekly fee is minimal, and you don’t have to commit to anything.
We set it up last year but after
only one week we were forced
into lockdown. We started back
up in June and
now have 13 regulars ranging in
age from teenager
to 85. We have
recently purchased
two sewing machines
which can be used by anyone in the
group, and everyone loves helping each
other out with ideas and helpful hints.

Some were complete beginners
when we started and seeing their
confidence grow is wonderful. If
you think you would like to have
a go at sewing, then why not
come along?
If you
would
like more
information,
contact Nadia
Johnson on 0191
377 1860.

Sugar craft

T

HERE are two weekly sugar craft classes in Bowburn Community
Centre – Wednesday evenings 6.30 till 8.30 and Thursday mornings 9.30
till 11.30. Both have a maximum of 12 people.

We make realistic sugar
flowers in a relaxed and
friendly atmosphere. It
makes no difference if
you are a complete beginner or have more experience. There is always
something new to learn.
If you can’t commit to
weekly classes, then why
not try a
full day
workshop.
They
are held
monthly
on

6

Saturdays and provide you with all tools
and equipment, plus
lunch and refreshments
throughout the day. They
are fun days of ‘me time’
which give you something
complete to take home at
the end of the day.

My students always
amaze themselves with
their finished flowers and
take great pride when
someone at home recognises the flowers they
have
made.
As
their
tutor,
I am
very
proud
of them all. Seeing their
confidence grow is an
amazing feeling.

Planet exhibition in the
Corridor Gallery which
was interrupted by the
lockdowns. Before too
long we hope to be able
to work towards another
exhibition which we can
share with visitors to the
Centre.
Each week we follow a
short exercise to develop
our drawing skills, then
choose our own medium
with which to work on a
theme such as Autumn.
The group can look
back with nostalgia to all
the events and freedom
we had before the pandemic: Open Evenings
to introduce new exhibitions, regular outings,
workshops from outside
artists, sitting in groups
rather than at a table for
one and having the use of
all the equipment owned
by the group.
Everyone has risen to
the challenge of the new
normal which exists.
One thing that will never
change is the friendliness
and enthusiasm of the
group.
Bowburn Art Group
meets on Tuesday mornings between 10am and 12
noon in the Community
Centre. At the moment
artists need to bring their
own art equipment. The
cost is £5 per week, only
payable when you attend,
and there is a small yearly
subscription.
The Centre is being
used once again for Covid
vaccinations so only art
group members with a
Blue Badge are allowed
to park in the grounds
by driving to the rear of
the building and entering through the fire door
of the Main Hall. Others
should park in the surrounding streets and
enter by the same door.

Bowburn Youth FC thanks sponsors

B

by Andrew Joyce

OWBURN Youth u18s are
now only one of two teams
that currently represent our local
community. They currently play
in Durham FA Division 2. They
have had a mixed start to the season and are currently mid-table.

I (Andrew) was very surprised to
have all my 17 players sign from last
season as they are at that age where
they have other interests. Some are
still with us since under 6s, which is
a great achievement: Scott Moody,
Jay Lindsay, Liam Rumney and
Oliver Hudspith to name a few.
With the addition of a few extra
players brought in to cover work
patterns, we have 21 players who a
pleasure to work with.
A big thanks for the continuing support from our sponsors
Esh Group (strips) and Family
Shopper (track tops) and all parents
who follow us, no matter what the
weather.

Lastly, one of our players, Dylan
Sewell has been contacted by a
premier league club and we are

awaiting the outcome of a video
meet and greet. GOOD LUCK to
him.

Youth Club focuses on health and fitness

Y

by Joanne Eden

OUTH Clubs are on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday evenings, catering for young people in School
years 7–11.
This term we have been focusing
on health and fitness with sessions
around healthy eating and lifestyles,
exercise and fitness, mental health
and wellbeing.
We also have a sports session one
evening a week that is dedicated to
sport and fitness, which includes
issues around healthy eating and

lifestyle.
We did packed lunches again
during October half term, which
was open to all Children and Young
People.
The Community Gym is open
every weekday morning 9–11am
and Monday, Tuesday and
Thursday evenings 6–8pm.
Fitness
classes
are held Monday,
Tuesday and Thursday
evenings.
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25 years of Bowburn Interchange

THE first edition of Bowburn Interchange was published in December 1996.
In the 50th edition, we showed
all the front pages from those

50

54

early days. (See left.) Now
here are all of them since

51

then. We hope this brings
back good memories!

52

53

Play Interchange Countdown!

Which page 1 headline do you think
announced the biggest news? And
which do you think other residents
will reckon was the most important?
Send your name and address,
and the number of the edition you
think most people will choose, to:
Bowburn Interchange, c/o Bowburn
Community Centre, Durham Road,
Bowburn, Durham, DH6 5AT.
If you choose the most popular
edition, you’ll be entered in a draw.
Winner gets a £50 prize!

The most recent editions of Bowburn Interchange can be read on-line at <https://www.interchange.bowburn.net/pastissues.htm>.
All the earlier ones can be found at <https://sites.google.com/site/bowburninterchange/first-earliest-issues>.
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Bowburn & Parkhill Community Partnership

Bowburn Rainbows and Brownies

Transport

We have welcomed 13 new
Rainbows and
2 new volunteers
having
had many of
our older girls
move
onto
Brownies. They
have been very
excited to stand up in front of the
unit and make their Promise to “do
their best, think about their beliefs
and be kind and helpful”. Well done
girls.
During the pandemic we had to
learn to meet in a new way. When
it was clear that things would be
unable to return to “normal” for
some time we began running virtual
sessions on zoom. These allowed us
to feel connected to our friends, we
completed several badges and met
new Rainbows.
Over recent meetings we have had
lots of fun working on our First Aid
badge and learning about what to do
in an emergency and about mental
health and our emotions thinking
about what makes us happy. The
girls have also completed their Skills
for My Future badge learning how
to chop fruit safely and some basic
DIY skills.
Other activities which have been
enjoyed were working on a dinosaur challenge and excavating
dinosaur eggs – this was especially

R

EGULAR B&PCP members
have been pleased to see the
return of members from Parkhill.

Richard Cowen, the chair, wrote
to the MP, Mary Foy, to ask for
her support to open the Leamside
Line railway line with a station in
Bowburn.
Concerns were raised about the
siting of the bus stop outside the
Co-op at the junction of Durham
Road and Crowtrees Lane. The visibility from the exit of the car park
is blocked if a bus is waiting at the
stop, and it is also impossible to turn
into Crowtrees Lane from Durham
Road if a bus is standing there, as
the stop is very close to the junction.
Members would like to pursue
this as there is only one bus per hour
until 6.30pm, Monday to Saturday,
so that the disruption to residents in
Crowtrees lane should be minimal,
and parking from the former Infant
School is no longer an issue in view
of its closure.
However, a councillor reported
that the bus stand was unlikely to
get permission to be moved and
hold to modern standards because
of objections from residents, as it
would block the driveways and the
length of a bus stand would cause
parking restrictions.

Former Infant School

Members were told that there
is a process to go through to close
a school such as the former Infant
School: it must be offered to Free
Schools and Academies; if accepted
it would remain a school. If that was

the case, it would be difficult to have
influence over the school and the
land associated with it unless there
was a covenant to protect the land.
Sport England would also have
to be consulted about the resulting
loss of playing fields.
The Infant School site is up for
sale for £400,000 with a condition
that the two original buildings
cannot be demolished.

Environment

Janet met at the front of Parkhill
Estate with Graham Cozens, DDC
Clean & Green who agreed to
planting trees adjacent to the main
road. This would mean that the
Co-operative Community Fund
grant of £5,126.14 to B&PCP for
trees, could be spent in the green at
the top of the Parkhill Estate where
most of the residents on the front
of the estate agreed. DCC have
planted trees in front of the houses
at Dallymore Drive.
Members are concerned about
the dilapidated state of the old
Co-op and have been told that
it is in the larger programme led
by DCC Regeneration, Economy
and Growth. Julie Anson is one
of the leads for the Towns and
Villages Investment Plan re the old

Co-op building and she explained
that the agents had applied to
the Regeneration Fund Targeted
Business money, for the ground
floor shops, and Housing money for
the upstairs flats.
But the scheme has stalled because
the private investment required
by the owners is not available and
Covid has added to the owner’s
problems. However, it is still on the
list and won't be forgotten about.
A further concern is the rusted
Royal Mail (RM) storage box on
Prince Charles Avenue which has
been reported to RM who explained
that the relevant manager will investigate if the box can be removed. If
the Manager believes the box should
be removed, RM must liaise with
the Highway Authority to obtain
clearance for the work, as well as
contacting the utility companies to
ensure that the work will not interfere with existing pipes or cables,
etc. This process can take up to
twelve weeks, should the request be
approved, they said. With the above
in mind, if the box has not been
removed within 12 weeks (by 20th
January 2022), it is likely that they
were unable to complete the work,
or the request was declined on this
occasion.

Future meetings

B&PCP meetings resume in the
New Year on the third Tuesday
from 6pm in Bowburn Community
Centre with these dates 18th January,
15th March and 15th February 2022,
when we look forward to seeing
more members.

Armstrong
Cleaning
Services
• We move your furniture!!
• Established 1992
• Minimal drying time
• Stain removal
All work guaranteed & fully insured

Forget the Rest – Use the Best
Call now for a No Obligation Quote
(0191) 377-0268 or
07962-625309
E-mail:
armstrongcleaning@uwclub.net
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OWBURN Rainbows have fun as it was extremely messy! We
had a busy start to the new also took advantage of the lovely
autumn weather and went to find
academic year.

THE
HAIR
HUT

signs of autumn collecting different colours and shapes of leaves to
make leaf lanterns.

Bowburn Brownies

Bowburn Brownies are enjoying
being back at the Methodist Church
after many months of Virtual
Meetings due to the Pandemic. It
was great to keep in touch with the
Brownies during Lockdown, but
Face to Face meetings are so much
more rewarding.
Brownies like to
have adventures and
the girls found 40
things that flew for
their Aviation Badge
and followed this by
making paper aeroplanes to see which
went the furthest and highest. They
also had a challenging time looking
for items to represent their 'Rights',
which completed the 'Know Myself'
theme and earned some Girls their
Brownie Bronze Awards.
Bowburn Brownies were very
pleased to receive a cheque for £155
from Tesco Extra, Durham. This
was from some In-Store fundraising
by their Staff.
Brown Owl and Rainbow Owl
were joined at Tesco Extra by
Poppie, Daisy, Scarlett and Elsie.
The cheque was presented by Jane
Turnbull and Neil Davies who
nominated our Brownie Unit.
We are hoping to increase this

money with our Christmas fundraising in the Village. Keep an eye
on your Village Facebook pages for
more details. Any support you can
give will be greatly appreciated.

Girlguiding in Bowburn

Finally, a huge thank you to
everyone who chose Girlguiding in
Bowburn as their Co-op charity we
raised over £4,000 which will enable
us and the Brownies to give the
girls some amazing experiences and
to ensure that no girl ever misses
out on Girlguiding through being
unable to afford it.
Currently there are Rainbow
(aged 5-6) and Brownie (aged
7-10) units in the village. It would
be lovely to also re-open the Guide
unit, but this is not possible without
more volunteers.
If you would be interested in
volunteering with one of the units
(it’s great fun) or if you would like
to register your daughter (we suggest doing this as early as possible
and not waiting until age 5 or 7),
please visit https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/register or email us at
1stBowburnRainbows@Gmail.com

Tel.:
0191
377
3391

Plus Beauty and Nails
by Laura
OPENING TIMES
Tuesday: 9.30am to 5.30pm
Thursday: 9.30am to 6.30pm
Friday: .9.00am to 5.30pm
Saturday: 9am to 2.00pm
Book your appointment now!
1a, Cambridge Tce, Bowburn
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Cassop-cum-Quarrington Parish Council

Quarterly Parish Council
Newsletter No. 50 (October 2021)
Dear Parishioners,
Frank Salisbury
The Parish Council has recently said farewell to Frank
Salisbury, who stepped down from his role as parish
councillor in September. Frank became a Member
in May 2013 and has led on the development of the
Cassop-cum-Quarrington Neighbourhood Plan for the
last six years. The Parish Council thanks Frank for his
huge contribution to the work of the parish during his
time as councillor and wishes him well for the future.
Parish Council Vacancies
The Parish Council currently has a vacancy in the
West ward and two vacancies in the East ward of the
parish. Anyone interested in becoming a parish councillor should get in touch with me using the contact details
attached. Please provide a brief statement telling us why
you think you may be suitable for the role and any experience you may have which would be relevant.
Parish Council Meeting Times
The Parish Council meets on the third Wednesday of
every month in either Bowburn or Cassop Community
Centre. Since March 2021, the monthly meeting has
started at 6.00pm, however the Parish Council have now
decided to revert to a 6.30pm start time, which they feel
is more accessible for both Members and the public.
Conclusion of the External Audit of Parish Council
Accounts 2021/2022
The external audit of the Parish Council Accounts for
the year ended 31st March 2021 has been concluded by
Mazars LLP and all the relevant documentation has been
published on the Parish Council website.

Neighbourhood Plan
The referendum on the Cassop-cum-Quarrington
Neighbourhood Plan was held on 23rd September 2021
with the ‘Yes’ vote prevailing. 90% of voters wished
to adopt the Neighbourhood Plan and, subsequently,
Durham County Council approved the Plan on 20th
October 2021. The vision, aims and objectives of the
Neighbourhood Plan must be given due consideration
in relation to any proposed development in the parish
area. The Plan seeks to improve the Parish as a place to
live and work, whilst enhancing and protecting its green
spaces and rural assets.
The Parish Council expressed its thanks to the
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group and parish councillors, past and present, who had driven the development and production of the Plan. This had been a significant piece of work and the efforts of all involved were
greatly appreciated.
Tursdale Play Area
Refurbishment work has been completed at Tursdale
play area and the Parish Council is pleased to see this
£40,000 project come to fruition. The new play area was
designed in consultation with local residents, and it is
hoped that the children of Tursdale will be able to enjoy
the facility for many years to come.
Gillian Kelly
Clerk to Cassop-cum-Quarrington Parish Council
Parish Council Mobile No.: 0783 436 3444
e-mail: gilliankelly.ccqparish@yahoo.com
https://www.ccqparishcouncil.org

Parish Councillors’ Contact Details
Cllr Sylvia Raine, The Grange, Old Quarrington,
Co. Durham, DH6 5NN (Tel: 0191 377 2728;
e-mail: sylvraine@outlook.com) (Chair of the Parish
Council)
Cllr James Robinson, 4, Steavenson Street, Bowburn,
Co. Durham, DH6 5BA (Tel: 0191 377 1655; e-mail:
j.robinson6212@btinternet.com) (Vice-Chair of the
Parish Council)
Cllr Janet Blackburn, 10, Grange Park Crescent,
Bowburn, Co. Durham, DH6 5BW (Tel: 0191 377
0653; e-mail: jblackburn732@btinternet.com)
Cllr John Johnson, 10, Horton Crescent, Bowburn,
Co. Durham, DH6 5EJ (Tel: 0191 377 0004; e-mail:
Wilson-Jon@hotmail.co.uk)
Cllr Paul Leake, 16, Tunstall Avenue, Bowburn, Co.
Durham DH6 5EE (Tel: 0191 377 2985; e-mail:
paul@durge.org)
Cllr Maura McKeon, 27, Wylam Street, Bowburn,
Co. Durham, DH6 5BD (Tel: 0775 337 8068; e-mail:
maura.mckeon@durham.gov.uk)
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Cllr Dennis Morgan, 26, Durham Road West,
Bowburn, Co. Durham, DH6 5AU (Tel: 0191 377
0553; e-mail: dennismorgan.durham@icloud.com)

Parkhill Residents Association starts up again
S

OME long standing Parkhill residents may remember some 20
plus years ago there used to be a Parkhill Residents Group that
looked after Parkhill and tried to improve the area in general for
the residents, from play equipment and parks to annual Christmas parties for the kids and Easter egg hunts, to name a few.
One of the remaining
original members still lives
in Park Avenue – Stan
Robinson, whose late wife
made the Parkhill banner
for the original group,
which has very kindly been
passed on, both the banner
and Mr Robinson can be
seen pictured with the current Residents Association.
In May of this year, several
of the current residents of
Parkhill estate took it upon
themselves to reinstate
the group and the Parkhill
Residents
Association
was re-established: Alfie Dolan
– Chairman. Janet Watts – Vice
Chair. Catherine Styles – Secretary.
Kelly Bowman – Treasurer. Debbie
Ferguson and Nicola Ridley –
Committee members.
Their aim is to improve the
Parkhill area for the residents, old
and new, especially now there has
been housing growth, with the
additional properties being built in

Hampton Green.
They hold meetings every other
month at Bowburn Community
Centre (the next meeting is scheduled for Thursday 27th January
2022 6pm–7pm), where residents
of the Parkhill area are invited to
come and have their say on any
issues, concerns, or suggestions for
improvement for the area.
Their successes to date include
cleaning up the park area on the
green where the overgrown bushes are due to
be removed to make it
easier to see any children
playing in the park. The
bushes will be replaced
with trees, so still helping the environment but
allowing more safety in

the park. The equipment and flooring have agreed to be looked at by
the council, to make the children's
park on the green more attractive
and safer for children.
They are also campaigning to
have the speed limit on the
main road through Parkhill
(B6291) reduced from
40mph to 30mph due to the
number of accidents there
and persistent speeding.
This is even more prevalent
now there is a children's
nursery due to open and
more houses are on both
sides of Parkhill. Speeding
on Parkhill Estate (Park
Avenue particularly) is a
regular discussion point at
their meetings from frustrated residents and is being
looked into.
Parkhill Residents Association are
also trying to have some Christmas
lights installed as both Bowburn
and Coxhoe have Christmas lights
for the festive season, but Parkhill
have nothing as yet. This may not
happen in 2021 but hopefully things
may be in place for 2022.
If you would like to attend any
of the meetings or have any comments in general, please contact
Alfie on 07906 265943 or email:
parkhill.residents@outlook.com.
Pictured left-to-right: Alfie
Dolan (seated) Debbie Ferguson,
Janet Watts, Nicola Ridley, Kelly
Bowman, Catherine Styles, Stan
Robinson (seated)

Cllr Glenn Prince, 37, Clarence Street, Bowburn,
Co. Durham, DH6 5BB (e-mail: glennprince1@sky.
com)
Cllr Jackie Richardson, 27, Monteigne Drive,
Bowburn, Co. Durham, DH6 5QB (Tel: 0191 377
3574; e-mail: discus@discus.plus.com)
Cllr Martin Ridley, 27, Durham Road West,
Bowburn, Co. Durham, DH6 5AU (Tel: 0794 912
3886; e-mail: martinrid54@gmail.com)
Cllr John Spoors, 8, Grange Way, Bowburn, Co.
Durham, DH6 5PN (Tel: 0191 447 5970; e-mail:
johnspoors@hotmail.co.uk)
Cllr George Storey, 20 Lynn Crescent, Cassop, Co
Durham, DH6 4RH (Tel: 0778 776 8784; e-mail:
gstorey2506@gmail.com)
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Quarry Liaison Committee

Q

UARRINGTON Quarry is a major employer in our area, not
just for people directly employed at the quarry but also for
numerous others, in particular lorry drivers taking material to or
from the quarry.
Since the extension of the A688
from Parkhill to Byers Garth, the
access has been from this road so
that lorries no longer travel through
built up areas in the parish of
Cassop-cum-Quarrington.
Nevertheless, issues can arise
from the operation of quarries and
Quarrington Quarry is no exception. For some years now there has
been a Liaison Committee made
up of representatives of the quarry,
officers and councillors from
Durham County Council and local
residents. The Committee meets
twice a year and enables the quarry
management to let residents know
of their proposals and residents to
raise any issues that have affected
them. Matters such as the speed
of lorries, litter, dust and noise or
vibration can often be raised.
The last meeting of the Committee
was on 20th October and the following matters were considered:
The quarry management gave
an account as to how the quarry
was operating and the amount of
material brought into and out of
the quarry. There was an impressive amount of 145,000 tonnes sand
and 80,000 tonnes stone out, and
234,000 tonnes inert landfill in.
There have been several planning
applications over the years for this
quarry, which has had permission
since the 1940s. Although that permission was not time restricted,
legislation has now stated it will
expire in the 2040s. However, other
permissions, for example to work
the old Cold Knuckles face, in fact
impose a more limited time so that
works should end in the middle of

this decade.
However, the quarry management
are now proposing to submit a new
application that will aim to consolidate and simplify all the existing permissions. It will also seek to
make greater use of the materials
that lie in the ground, particularly
the Permian sand, and as a result
will seek this permission to expire
in the mid-2030s. In addition, while
much of the limestone is currently
to be used for restoration purposes,
they will seek permission to sell it as
it is a valuable resource and to use
non-hazardous landfill instead for
restoration purposes, topped with
some of the magnesian limestone.
This did raise questions about
extending the life of the quarry and
whether the restoration proposals,
using landfill, would provide a satisfactory result. The management
said this had been carefully considered and it would not harm the
ultimate restoration proposals. The
final proposals were not yet ready,
but they have agreed to speak to the

two Parish Councils, Coxhoe and
Cassop-cum-Quarrington, when
details are finalised.
From the residents’ point of
view, questions were asked about
the scrub clearance that had taken
place earlier in the year, the proposals, discussed at many meetings,
to provide an alternative bridleway
to ensure horses did not have to
pass close to Cold Knuckles when
works were being undertaken there
(a matter which it was stressed
had been ongoing for some time
and now needed to be resolved)
and the present position regarding survey work at the cemetery in
Quarrington Hill.
The
quarry
management
acknowledged that there had been
issues relating to the scrub clearance, but this work had been urgent;
they stated money was set aside for
completing the new route but there
were still some matters that needed
to be finalised and that they understood that the surveys relating to the
cemetery were now complete.
The quarry management does
emphasise that they operate a strict
code of conduct for lorry drivers going to and from their site
and if there are problems, people
should try to take the registration
number of the lorry and contact the
management.

Memory stars at Christmas

C

OCHRANE’S Funeral Directors invite
you to remember your loved ones with a
star on our Memory Tree this Christmas.
We
will
have
memory trees in
Shotton, Horden and
Bowburn so that families can visit their local
branch and place a star
on our Christmas tree
with their own message of remembrance.

CROWTREES WMC
Xmas Eve:1pm–11pm
Xmas Day: 11am–2pm
Boxing Day: 11am–11pm

CHRISTMAS OPENING HOURS
Mon 27th: 1pm–11pm
New Yr’s Eve: 1pm–12pm
Tuesday 28th: 7pm–11pm
New Year’s Day: 11am–11pm
Wednesday: 7pm–11pm
Sunday 2nd: 11am–11pm
Thursday: 7pm–11pm
Monday 3rd: 12pm–11pm

ENTERTAINMENT
Sunday 19thDec: Kids Xmas Party, 1–5pm (ticket only) New Year’s Day: karaoke
Monday 27th: 1pm–9pm: karaoke disco
disco, 1pm–9pm nights
crowtreeswmc@yahoo.com and find us on Facebook
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For those unable to
visit, please contact
us with your message
and we’ll make sure
your loved one has a
star on our tree this
Christmas.
We know that this
can be a difficult
time of year when we
remember those who
have sadly passed
away and understand
Christmas is a time for
personal reflection, so
however you decide to
remember your loved
ones, our thoughts are
with you all, wishing
you peace at Christmas
and throughout the
New Year.

Nature Notes

I

by Richard Cowen

N my last article, I mentioned
a moth, the Scallop Shell, that
had only been recorded in County
Durham 7 times.
Since then, I went one better and
trapped a moth, the Bulrush Veneer,
that had never been recorded in
the County before. A micro moth
rather than a macro one, it is quite
plain but an unusual shape. It may
be that moths are spreading to new
territories as our climate changes,
but it is surprising that several unusual moths are turning up in our
area.

However, there did not seem to
be many butterflies for much of the
year in gardens but in September
this changed with numerous Small
Tortoiseshell and others turning
up in our garden. Along with the
tortoiseshells was a Painted Lady, a
migratory butterfly that sometimes
comes to this country in large numbers. This year has not, as far as I am
aware, been one of them.
Many of us I am sure enjoy seeing
a rabbit hopping around. In fact, I
do not see that many in our area but
they do appear from time to time
around Crow Trees Nature Reserve
and the quarry. Perhaps the Brown
Hare can be seen more often. Quite

a few of us in Old Quarrington see
this animal in the fields opposite our
houses. Usually on their own, I have
seen 4 or even 6 together on occasions, so they must be around here
in some numbers. If you see a rabbit-like animal in the fields around
Bowburn, I think the chances are it
is in fact a hare rather than a rabbit.
From a bird point of view, this
autumn has so far been quiet. The
Swallows did stay for some time
through September but, after gathering on the wires in some numbers
(together with House Martins) for
a few days, they have all gone now,
with perhaps one or two stragglers
to be seen from time to time. The
winter migrants, such as Redwing
and Fieldfare, do not yet seem to
have arrived in any numbers. I
think this applies nationally, not
just to County Durham.

One unusual bird however that
did appear for a couple of days
on the ponds in Crow Trees was a
female Scaup. While it is recorded
in the County on an annual basis, it
is far from a common bird here and
the male, a striking black and white
duck, is hardly ever seen inland.
But the female does come inland
on occasions. Rather like a female
Tufted Duck, she usually has a very
prominent white band above her

bill, much more prominent than
any similar band on the female
Tufted. It is a shame she was only
here for such a short time, but any
time is of course better than none.

Another bird also put in a brief
appearance. The Stonechat breeds
on the moors but winters by the
coast. It has of course to migrate
between the two and from time to
time I see one or two in the Reserve.
This year, two juveniles put in a
brief appearance. They do not have
the striking appearance of the adult
male, but it was still great to see
them.

And one bird that seems to be
becoming more and more common
in our area is the Buzzard. I regularly hear its “meowing” call as it
soars overhead. It may not have the
size of an eagle, but this is a large
bird and watching it soar, often
being mobbed by crows, is a wonderful sight.
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Cassop-cum-Quarrington
Neighbourhood Plan

A

S mentioned in the report
of the Clerk to the Parish
Council, the Cassop-cum-Quarrington Neighbourhood Plan
has now been approved by residents of the Parish in a referendum held on 23rd September and
the County Council has, on 20th
October, resolved to adopt the
Neighbourhood Plan.

The Neighbourhood Plan will
therefore now be a part of the
County’s Development Plan and
must be considered in respect of
all planning applications within the
Parish. If a proposed development
is contrary to any of the policies
within the Plan, then it should be
refused planning permission unless
material considerations indicate
otherwise.
This marks the end of a long process commenced by Frank Salisbury
when he was a member of the Parish
Council. He initiated the procedures
which enabled the Parish Council
to start the whole process. In doing
this, he had to consider the legal
procedures that had to be adopted
to ensure that the Neighbourhood
Plan complied with the necessary
regulations.
A qualified planning consultant,
Shaun Hanson, was employed to
assist him navigate the procedures
and a group was formed, mainly of
parish councillors, to take this forward. There were many discussions
with Stuart Carter, the relevant
officer at Durham County Council.

It would be wrong to say that the
process has been easy or that there
were not hurdles to be overcome
as the Neighbourhood Plan was
developed. Not least among these
of course was the fact that Covid19 restricted so much activity in
2020. But with tenacity those hurdles were surmounted and eventually, as mentioned in the Parish
Clerk’s report, the Neighbourhood
Plan was examined by a qualified
Inspector who determined that it
passed the relevant tests.
The Regulations then require a
referendum to be held for all the
residents living and entitled to vote
in the Parish Council’s area. Often,
these referenda are held in conjunction with other elections but again
this was restricted, partly no doubt
as a result of Covid-19, and the referendum was held as a stand-alone
event on 23rd September. In view of
the difficulties, we believe that the
turnout was quite high and over
90% of those who voted supported
the Neighbourhood Plan.
With the decision by the
County Council to adopt the
Neighbourhood Plan and give the
necessary notices, the process has
now come to an end, and it will
be a part of the County Council’s
Development Plan until 2035.
Many people have been involved
in this process, but special thanks
are due to Frank Salisbury and
Shaun Hanson for their perseverance in preparing this Plan and to
Stuart Carter for his assistance.

The end of an era

S

INCE it started, the Bowburn Interchange has been
edited by Mike Syer. He has
been the driving force behind the paper, and we at the
Interchange think its quality
has been down to his enthusiasm and expertise.

Santa Claus is coming

‘Be a star’ Christmas
present appeal

T

HROUGHOUT 2021 Lenny’s
Taxis has been doing good
deeds for the people of all ages
in Bowburn beginning the year
with selection boxes for the Youth
Club, then Easter Eggs for the Care
Home. In the summer a wonderful
£670 was raised for the Alzheimer's
Society from the sale of delicious
cupcakes.
To round off 2021 Lenny’s Taxi
shop at the old post office will be
a collection point for the Salvation
Army ‘Be a star’ Christmas present

appeal to ensure that all children
from 0 to 16 years have a present
to open on Christmas Day. Sandra,
Neil’s mother, thinks this is such a
good cause.
Please support the appeal and
donate new, unwrapped toys and
gifts for children who might not
otherwise be given a Christmas
present. The gifts will then be collected from Lenny’s, wrapped, and
given to those in need.

Mike’s theme was always
“News not Views” so the
Interchange deliberately gave
informed but not opinionated information.
Mike has now moved from
Bowburn and has stood down
from involvement with the

by Richard Cowen
paper. His experience will be
sorely missed but we are sure
that all our readers will join
with me in thanking him for
starting this paper and keeping it going for so long. We
wish him all the best for the
future.

Please address correspondence to Bowburn Interchange, c/o Bowburn Community Centre, Durham Road, Bowburn, DH6 5BB,
or e-mail <interchangebowburn@gmail.com>.
Views published in this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of Bowburn Village Celebration (BVC). No responsibility can be
accepted for any damage that may arise from the publication of erroneous information received and published in good faith.
A copy of BVC’s Editorial Policy is available on request or on our website.
Printed locally by The Coronation Press Ltd., Coxhoe
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